A PAGE FROM THE LONG AND
AMAZING HISTORY OF ST. STEPHEN
AND THE INCARNATION EPISCOPAL CHURCH
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Urban Village

In 1969, St. Stephen’s parishioner and vestry member George Hart
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stood before the congregation and said, “St. Stephen’s Church can be
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A Gift for the Neighborhood free only when it humbles itself before its own God and divests itself of

: ‘u’tlu-iljn_ulml'.k Episcopal Church of St. . . p
sl UL L its ideology that places property above people and goods above God.
arates Washington's black ghetto [rom o . .

ts white community. Just north of the Hart was a member of the Black United Front, which was demanding
church has been enpgulfed by urban |‘-._~ c

development. Tast wask the purshioner reparations for slavery from all D.C. churches.

ol st stephen and the Incarnation vot-

ed overwhelmingly (137-2) to do I~.'u-1.l-.:

urban developing of their own. They

Wil Lk theiles iRtk o i St. Stephen’s response was crafted by the Rev. Edgar Lockwood, a

acres, valued at $300,000=—us the core

- member of the church’s clergy team. The church would sell its three
erty ar sold it for token |'-|'|;:.;--\, |1:||

e bave them movel w the suburts parcels of land on Newton Street to a trust that would develop the
gl 3Epnen s ACISNIONETS |\i|'_'|||l,'|_‘\.l_' 1

such thing, Led by ils activis L Cu ] = M M M N

Father William Wend S0,4he. Sonire land for the benefit of the community, with the church renting back space for worship. The
gatton will be a punority shareholder

m a new redevelopment corporation and

b e gt congregation endorsed the plan. Over the next five years, economic and political realities

eroups. The |||1.iU| voul: to II..'I.!IJiTt' moTe

land and build a' 200-unit apartment caused the plan to evolve, until in 1976 ground was broken to construct today’s

wmpl-_r_ llquu |_I]|.-_ cneies {0 Iln bed
'

Time Magazine May 11, 1970 Urban Village Apartments. The first tenants moved in two years later.
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George Hart and Bill Wendt
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The. Weather

Today — Partly cloudy, chance of
light rain. High in 705 Tuesday- |
Partly cloudy, warmer., Chance of
precipitation 40 per cent today
Temperature range: Today, 5570,
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Yesterday, 57-62. Details, Page B3.
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Church

Donates

Property

St Stephen’s

Action Follows
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BUF Demand : 2. o ' PR,
: A bombers fan
heavy raids
routes and i
Cambodia
Only scal
South Vietna
Enemy saj
a U.S. 25th 1
46 miles nort

By Betty Medsger
Whshingion Post Stat! Writer

The congregation of St.
Stephen and the Incarnation
Episcopal Church, 16th and
Newton streets NW, voted
yesterday to give its prop-
erty, valued at $300,000 by
chur.L-h officials, to the com- s AR o =S : ¥ 2 S TRE Foir
munity. o T i o e S n e 3 . i . P o - - wounding 12

Maoast of the land that will he 1 2 - - o e # Eleven - Am
awned by a now corporation i dingege . ported killed
made up of representatives of in 35 rockel
the church and other commu- L
nity groups, is to be used for tacks and
new housing. over the pre!
. T:" church “'!'t“"‘-lh"“"-‘"”l Cambodian soldier fires a Red China-made machine gun down street in Saang duging hattle with Vietcong for possession of ei . derrorists
o be unprecedented among — — bombs in ar
American churches, was a re- Sunday, killi
sponsé to demands for repara- - L 2N - Fa o'h | 4 e e T
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While the community/church partnership envisioned at the beginning never became fully
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developed, St. Stephen’s parishioners and Urban Village residents had some success through
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the Urban Village Corporation (UVC), which was formed in 1970 to have some control over the
development of the project. When Conrad Cafritz, the builder of Urban Village, tried to turn the
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complex into market-rate housing when the project’s tax credits expired in 2001, St. Stephen'’s
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and the UVC fought to maintain Urban Village. Urban Village was purchased by Eagle Point/
Somerset Development, with a guarantee that its 72 units remain as low- and moderate-
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income housing through 2027.
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St. Stephen’s parishioners and Urban Village residents planted trees in 2005 on Urban Village and St. Stephen’s property.
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WIDENING THE CIRCVLE THE CAMPAIGN FOR ST.STEPHEN'S
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