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Beloved in Christ,
What follows here are resources for you and those with whom you live to use for praying together
during the final days of this Holy Week. Those last days are known as the Easter Triduum.
Since the beginning of the church, Sunday is the day we celebrate the resurrection of Our Lord Jesus
Christ. Every Sunday is considered an Easter Sunday. Through the centuries, the church stablished
special days to remember the Passion, death and resurrection of Jesus. But because of the pandemic,
we cannot do these important liturgies together in church. While Easter is a joyful festival, we keep it
now in a time of difficulty and world-wide sorrow. Still, we believe that Christ is with us in his word,
by his Spirit drawing us together as one before God. And we believe that the gospel of Christ gives us
strength amid distress and comfort in the face of our sufferings.
These three holy days are actually one event that serves to tell us the story of Salvation. As a sign of
our unity you might consider using these three resources for prayer on each of the three nights at
7:30pm, approximately the very time at which we would have gathered in our church building.
Normally, the three holy days have a variety of liturgies and rituals. Because our current situation, we
are calling you to choose a couple symbols for each day and focus on it.
Maundy Thursday: a bowl of water and a clean towel, symbols of diaconal service;
Good Friday: a cross or crucifix, to remind us of the sacrifice of Jesus for the whole world;
Holy Saturday Evening: a bowl of water and a candle. Symbols of our Baptismal Covenant with God.
After the last prayers on Saturday evening, do celebrate! It is Easter. Have at least one piece of
chocolate or something else you love.
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!

Resources: These liturgies are adaptations from different liturgical resources: the Book of Common Prayer, From Sundays and
Seasons.com. and Holy Week at Home Liturgical Press.
The bible readings are from the NRSB - New Revised Standard Version Bible, and the Psalms are from Saint Helen Psalter.
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AN ORDER TO CELEBRATE MAUNDY THURSDAY
APRIL 9, 2020

A meditation on YouTube by Rev. Linda Kaufman.
Set out a bowl of water and a clean towel. Sit with them before you and begin with these texts.
First, remember God’s forgiveness:
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with
Christ. By grace we have been saved. Our sins are forgiven in the name of Jesus Christ. Almighty God
strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in our hearts through faith.
Amen.
Then pray the prayer for this night:
Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new commandment, to love
one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in our hearts, and give us the will to serve others
as he was servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Then read this reading:
FIRST READING: Exodus 12:1–14
The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the beginning
of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel that
on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a
household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb
shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. Your lamb shall be without
blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it until the
fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at
twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses
in which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with
unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the
fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything
that remains until the morning you shall burn. This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your
sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of
the LORD. For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn
in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute
judgments: I am the LORD. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I
see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.
This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD;
throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
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PSALM 116
1 I love you, O God, because you have heard the voice of my supplication, *
because you have inclined your ear to me whenever I called upon you.
10 How shall I repay God *
for all the good things done for me?
11 I will lift up the cup of salvation *
and call upon the Name of God.
12 I will fulfill my vows to God *
in the presence of all people.
13 Precious in your sight, O God, *
is the death of your servants.
14 O God, I am your servant; *
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;
you have freed me from my bonds.
15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *
and call upon your holy Name.
16 I will fulfill my vows to you *
in the presence of all your people,
17 In the courts of God’s house, *
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Alleluia!
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Then read the following:
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 11:23–26
For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he
was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my
body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." In the same way he took the cup also, after
supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me." For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's
death until he comes.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
A brief silence. And then read the following:
THIRD READING: John 13:1–17, 31b–35
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world
and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. The
devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper
Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God
and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself.
Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the
towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to
wash my feet?" Jesus answered, "You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will
understand."Peter said to him, "You will never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you,
you have no share with me." Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and
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my head!" Jesus said to him, "One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is
entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you." For he knew who was to betray him; for this
reason he said, "Not all of you are clean."After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had
returned to the table, he said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher
and Lord — and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have set you an example, that you also
should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor
are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you
do them. "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has
been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children,
I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Judaeans so now I say to
you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.' I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for one another."
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Having read these readings, think of this:
This word about the love of Jesus is always the beginning of any time. By remembering the Passover
and the Last Supper and the footwashing, we are not trying to get back to an old time. In the face of
the suffering and death with which the world is filled, our trying would not come to much. But God’s
word comes to us now. To our time. Even when we cannot meet for the holy supper together, this
word — which takes these three nights to say — comes to us: Jesus Christ is our forgiveness. He is
the Lamb whose blood marks the doors of our houses and bodies. In the power of the Spirit, he has
washed our feet and our lives. And he turns us toward our neighbors. In this word — and in the
cross proclaimed tomorrow and the resurrection proclaimed on Saturday night — Easter comes out
to hold us already.
Now or later you may access Reverend Linda Kaufman’s Maundy Thursday sermon from our YouTube page.
In silence, you may wash your hands, using the water in the bowl, recalling Jesus washing his disciples’ feet.
Or if you choose to have the the ritual of footwashig, you may
Washing of Feet: I now invite you to slowly remove your shoes and socks. What do you feel? How
do you think Jesus’s friends must have felt as they were preparing for him to wash their feet? What
do you imagine Jesus was thinking as he began washing?
The leader takes the feet of one person and places them in the bowl. Pouring some water over the feet, and looking the
person in the eye, the leader says:
If washing feet with children:
(Name), I love you. Be kind to one another, help each other, and love everyone you meet.
If washing feet with only adults:
(Name), I love you and Christ loves you. Share the love of Christ with everyone you meet.
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Then you may pray together with all of us these intercessions for our church and world:
United with Christians around the globe on this Maundy Thursday, let us pray for the church, the
earth, our troubled world, and all in need, responding to each petition with the words. Your mercy
is great.
(A brief silence.)
Blessed are you, holy God, for the church. Gather all the baptized around your presence in the
Word. Strengthen the body of your people even when we cannot assemble for worship. Grant
Bishop Mariann and all our clergy faithfulness and creativity for their ministry in this time, and
accompany those preparing for baptism.
(A brief silence.)
Hear us, holy God. Your mercy is great.
Blessed are you, bountiful God, for this good earth and for the flowering of springtime. Save dry
lands from destructive droughts. Protect the waters from pollution. Allow in this time the planting
of fields for food. Make us into care-givers of your plants and animals. (A brief silence.)
Hear us, bountiful God. Your mercy is great.
Blessed are you, sovereign God, for our nation. Inspire all people to live in peace and concord.
Grant wisdom and courage to heads of state and to legislators as they face the coronavirus. Lead our
elected officials to champion the cause of the needy.
A brief silence.
Hear us, sovereign God. Your mercy is great.
Blessed are you, faithful God, for you accompany suffering humanity with love. Abide wherever the
coronavirus has struck. Visit all who mourn their dead; all who have contracted the virus; those who
are quarantined or stranded away from home; those who have lost their employment; those who fear
the present and the future. Support physicians, nurses, and home health aides; medical researchers;
and the World Health Organization. (A brief silence.)
Hear us, faithful God. Your mercy is great.
Blessed are you, gracious God, for you care for the needy. We beg you to feed the hungry, protect
the refugee, embrace the distressed, house the homeless, nurse the sick, and comfort the dying.
Especially we pray for those we name before you now________________________. (A brief silence.)
Hear us, gracious God. Your mercy is great.
Blessed are you, loving God, that your Son knelt before us, your unworthy servants. Preserve our
lives, comfort our anxiety, and receive now the petitions of our hearts. (A longer period of silence.)
Hear us, loving God. Your mercy is great.
Blessed are you, eternal God, for all who have died in the faith, especially the martyr Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, whom we commemorate today, and those whom we name before you here.
(A brief silence.)
At the end, bring us with them into your everlasting glory.
Hear us, eternal God. Your mercy is great.
Receive, merciful God, our prayers, for the sake of Jesus Christ, the host of our meal of life, who
died and rose that we might live with you, now and forever. Amen.
Finally, remembering Jesus going to his arrest and his death, the events from which all the mercy that fills this night
flows, pray this Psalm.
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PSALM 88
1 O my God, my Savior, *
by day and night I cry to you.
2 Let my prayer enter into your presence; *
incline your ear to my lamentation.
3 For I am full of trouble; *
my life is at the brink of the grave.
4 I am counted among those who go down to the Pit; *
I have become like one who has no strength;
5 Lost among the dead, *
like the slain who lie in the grave,
6 Whom you remember no more, *
for they are cut off from your hand.
7 You have laid me in the depths of the Pit, *
in dark places, and in the abyss.
8 Your anger weighs upon me heavily, *
and all your great waves overwhelm me.
9 You have put my friends far from me;
you have made me to be abhorred by them; *
I am in prison and cannot get free.
10 My sight has failed me because of trouble; *
O God, I have called upon you daily;
I have stretched out my hands to you.
11 Do you work wonders for the dead; *
will those who have died stand up and give you thanks?
12 Will your loving-kindness be declared in the grave *
or your faithfulness in the land of destruction?
13 Will your wonders be known in the dark *
or your righteousness in the country
where all is forgotten?
14 But as for me, O God, I cry to you for help; *
in the morning my prayer comes before you.
15 O God, why have you rejected me; *
why have you hidden your face from me?
16 Ever since my youth, I have been wretched and at the point of death; *
I have borne your terrors with a troubled mind.
17 Your blazing anger has swept over me; *
your terrors have destroyed me;
18 They surround me all day long like a flood; *
they encompass me on every side.
19 My friend and my neighbor you have put away from me, *
and darkness is my only companion.
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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AN ORDER TO CELEBRATE GOOD FRIDAY
Sit before a cross or a crucifix.

APRIL 10, 2020

Begin with this prayer.
Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to
be betrayed, and to be given over to the hands of sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; who now
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.
FIRST READING: ISAIAH 52:13—53:12
13
See, my servant shall prosper;
he shall be exalted and lifted up,
and shall be very high.
14
Just as there were many who were astonished at him
— so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance,
and his form beyond that of mortals —
15
so he shall startle many nations;
kings shall shut their mouths because of him;
for that which had not been told them they shall see,
and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate.
Who has believed what we have heard?
And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
2
For he grew up before him like a young plant,
and like a root out of dry ground;
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
3
He was despised and rejected by others;
a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity;
and as one from whom others hide their faces
he was despised, and we held him of no account.
4
Surely he has borne our infirmities
and carried our diseases;
yet we accounted him stricken,
struck down by God, and afflicted.
5
But he was wounded for our transgressions,
crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the punishment that made us whole,
and by his bruises we are healed.
6
All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have all turned to our own way,
and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
7
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
8
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By a perversion of justice he was taken away.
Who could have imagined his future?
For he was cut off from the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression of my people.
9
They made his grave with the wicked
and his tomb with the rich,
although he had done no violence,
and there was no deceit in his mouth.
10
Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain.
When you make his life an offering for sin,
he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days;
through him the will of the LORD shall prosper.
11
Out of his anguish he shall see light;
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge.
The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous,
and he shall bear their iniquities.
12
Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great,
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;
because he poured out himself to death,
and was numbered with the transgressors;
yet he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors.Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
PSALM 22
1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me, *
and are so far from my cry and from the words of my distress?
2 O my God, I cry in the daytime, but you do not answer; *
by night as well, but I find no rest.
3 Yet you are the Holy One, *
enthroned upon the praises of Israel.
4 Our forebears put their trust in you; *
they trusted, and you delivered them.

5 They cried out to you and were delivered; *
they trusted in you and were not put to shame.
6 But as for me, I am a worm, and less than human, *
scorned by all and despised by the people.
7 All who see me laugh me to scorn; *
they curl their lips and wag their heads, saying,
8 “You trusted in God for deliverance; *
let God rescue you, if God delights in you.”
9 Yet you, O God, are the one who took me out of the womb *
and kept me safe upon my mother’s breast.
10 I have been entrusted to you ever since I was born; *
you were my God when I was still in my mother’s womb.
11 Be not far from me, for trouble is near, *
and there is none to help.
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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Silence.
THE PASSION GOSPEL Matthew 26:14 – 27:66
The customary responses before and after the Gospel are omitted.
The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
One of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, “What will you
give me if I betray him to you?” They paid him thirty pieces of silver. And from that moment he began
to look for an opportunity to betray Jesus. On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came
to Jesus, saying, “Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” Jesus
said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is near; I will keep
the Passover at your house with my disciples.’” So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and
they prepared the Passover meal. When it was evening, Jesus took his place with the twelve; and while
they were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” And they became greatly
distressed and began to say to him one after another, “Surely not I, Lord?” He answered, “The one
who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. The Son of Man goes as it is written
of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that
one not to have been born.” Judas, who betrayed him, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?” He replied, “You
have said so.” While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave
it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks
he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant, which is
poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the
vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” When they had sung the
hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. Then Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters
because of me this night; for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be
scattered.’ But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.” Peter said to him, “Though all
become deserters because of you, I will never desert you.” Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, this
very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” Peter said to him, “Even though I
must die with you, I will not deny you.” And so said all the disciples. Then Jesus went with them to a
place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” He
took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated. Then he said
to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me.” And going a little
farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from
me; yet not what I want but what you want.” Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping;
and he said to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake with me one hour? Stay awake and pray that you
may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again he went
away for the second time and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be
done.” Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So leaving them again, he
went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words. Then he came to the disciples and
said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man
is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.” While he
was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd with swords and clubs,
from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying,
“The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.” At once he came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!”
and kissed him. Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then they came and laid
hands on Jesus and arrested him. Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew
it, and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to him. “Put your sword
back into its place; for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Do you think that I cannot
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appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then
would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?” At that hour Jesus said to the
crowds, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after
day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But all this has taken place, so that the
scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. Those who
had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in whose house the scribes and the elders had
gathered. But Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest; and
going inside, he sat with the guards in order to see how this would end. Now the chief priests and the
whole council were looking for false testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death, but
they found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward and said, “This
fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.’” The high priest
stood up and said, “Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?” But Jesus was silent.
Then the high priest said to him, “I put you under oath before the living God, tell us if you are the
Messiah, the Son of God.” Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, From now on you will
see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” Then the
high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? You have
now heard his blasphemy. What is your verdict?” They answered, “He deserves death.” Then they
spat in his face and struck him; and some slapped him, saying, “Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is
it that struck you?” Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and
said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” But he denied it before all of them, saying, “I do not
know what you are talking about.” When he went out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and
she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” Again he denied it with an oath,
“I do not know the man.” After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you
are also one of them, for your accent betrays you.” Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I
do not know the man!” At that moment the cock crowed. Then Peter remembered what Jesus had
said: “Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. When
morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred together against Jesus in
order to bring about his death. They bound him, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate the
governor. When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he repented and brought back
the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. He said, “I have sinned by betraying
innocent blood.” But they said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself.” Throwing down the pieces of
silver in the temple, he departed; and he went and hanged himself. But the chief priests, taking the
pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since they are blood money.” After
conferring together, they used them to buy the potter’s field as a place to bury foreigners. For this
reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then was fulfilled what had been
spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of the one
on whom a price had been set, on whom some of the people of Israel had set a price, and they gave
them for the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.” Now Jesus stood before the governor; and
the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Judaeans?” Jesus said, “You say so.” But when he
was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not
hear how many accusations they make against you?” But Jesus gave him no answer, not even to a
single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. Now at the festival the governor was
accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. At that time they had a
notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do
you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” For he realized
that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. While he was sitting on the judgment seat,
his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a
great deal because of a dream about him.” Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds
11

to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do
you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, “Then what should
I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” Then he asked,
“Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” So when Pilate
saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water and washed
his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” Then
the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” So he released Barabbas
for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. Then the soldiers of the
governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort around
him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some thorns into a crown,
they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying,
“Hail, King of the Judaeans!” They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. After
mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away
to crucify him. As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled
this man to carry his cross. [ALL STAND.] And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which
means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he
would not drink it. And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by
casting lots; then they sat down there and kept watch over him. Over his head they put the charge
against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Judaeans.” Then two bandits were crucified
with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads
and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are
the Son of God, come down from the cross.” In the same way the chief priests also, along with the
scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the
King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God;
let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’” The bandits who were crucified
with him also taunted him in the same way. From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until
three in the afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for
Elijah.” At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave
it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” Then
Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. At that moment the curtain of the temple
was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were
opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. After his resurrection they
came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to many. Now when the centurion and
those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they
were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” Many women were also there, looking on
from a distance; they had followed Jesus from Galilee and had provided for him. Among them were
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.
When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who was also a disciple
of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him.
So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth and laid it in his own new tomb, which
he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went away. Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb. The next day, that is, after the
day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, “Sir, we
remember what that impostor said while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ Therefore
command the tomb to be made secure until the third day; otherwise his disciples may go and steal him
away, and tell the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’ and the last deception would be worse
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than the first.” Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can.”
So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone.
Having read these bible readings, think of this:
Jesus Christ is a root out of dry ground. By his wounds we are healed. These paradoxes of Isaiah are
echoed in the account in John about his death: he is arrested, yet when he speaks the soldiers fall
down; he is tried, yet he is King and Son of God and The Man; he is thirsty and dying, yet he is the
source of the Spirit and of water and blood to heal us; finally he is buried, but it is in a garden. All of
this means to tell us that God shares our sorrow and need and death and yet transforms it to life and
salvation and hope. More than just a root out of dry ground, his cross is the great tree of life in which
we all may shelter. You may shelter there today. And all those things in all the world that we pray for
today, God holds together in him.
Here are questions to help you and your household to meditate.
1. What images, words, or phrases do you associate with Good Friday?
2. What are your own experiences of death and resurrection?
3. How might you explain the significance of the cross to someone?
THE BIDDING PRAYER
keeping silence after each bid
Dear members of God’s family:
we pray for the church throughout the world. . .
we pray for our bishop, our pastor, and all servants of the church. . .
we pray for those preparing for baptism. . .
we pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God. . .
we pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. . .
we pray for those who do not believe in God. . .
we pray for God’s creation. . .
we pray for those who serve in public office. . .
we pray for those in any need. . .
and we pray for all afflicted by the coronavirus. . .
Our Father in heaven…
Conclude with these words:
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world.
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HOLY SATURDAY – MORNING DEVOTION
APRIL 11, 2020
A meditation on YouTube by Rev. Susan Walker

It begins with the Collect of the Day:
O God, Creator of heaven and earth: Grant that, as the crucified body of your dear Son was laid in
the tomb and rested on this holy Sabbath, so we may await with him the coming of the third day, and
rise with him to newness of life; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.
FIRST READING: Job 14:1-14
“A mortal, born of woman, few of days and full of trouble, comes up like a flower and withers, flees
like a shadow and does not last. Do you fix your eyes on such a one? Do you bring me into judgment
with you? Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? No one can. Since their days are determined,
and the number of their months is known to you, and you have appointed the bounds that they cannot
pass, look away from them, and desist, that they may enjoy, like laborers, their days. “For there is hope
for a tree, if it is cut down, that it will sprout again, and that its shoots will not cease. Though its root
grows old in the earth, and its stump dies in the ground, yet at the scent of water it will bud and put
forth branches like a young plant. But mortals die, and are laid low; humans expire, and where are
they? As waters fail from a lake, and a river wastes away and dries up, so mortals lie down and do not
rise again; until the heavens are no more, they will not awake or be roused out of their sleep. Oh that
you would hide me in Sheol, that you would conceal me until your wrath is past, that you would
appoint me a set time, and remember me! If mortals die, will they live again? All the days of my service
I would wait until my release should come.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
PSALM 130
1 Out of the depths have I called to you; O God, hear my voice; *
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.
2 If you were to note what is done amiss, *
O God, who could stand?
3 For there is forgiveness with you, *
therefore you shall be feared.
4 I wait for you, O God; my soul waits for you; *
in your word is my hope.
5 My soul waits for you, more than sentries for the morning, *
more than sentries for the morning.

6 O Israel, wait upon God, *
for with God there is mercy.
7 With God there is plenteous redemption; *
God shall redeem Israel from all their sins.
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 4:1-8
Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same intention (for whoever
has suffered in the flesh has finished with sin), so as to live for the rest of your earthly life no longer
by human desires but by the will of God. You have already spent enough time in doing what the
Gentiles like to do, living in licentiousness, passions, drunkenness, revels, carousing, and lawless
idolatry. They are surprised that you no longer join them in the same excesses of dissipation, and so
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they blaspheme. But they will have to give an accounting to him who stands ready to judge the living
and the dead. For this is the reason the gospel was proclaimed even to the dead, so that, though they
had been judged in the flesh as everyone is judged, they might live in the spirit as God does. The end
of all things is near; therefore be serious and discipline yourselves for the sake of your prayers. Above
all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
THIRD READING: John 19:38-42
After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one because of
his fear of the Judaeans, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission;
so he came and removed his body. Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came,
bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus
and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Judaeans. Now
there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in
which no one had ever been laid. And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb
was nearby, they laid Jesus there.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Reserve 5 to 10 minutes of silence to meditate on the mystery of Holy Saturday.
“In the midst of life”
In the midst of life we are in death;
from whom can we seek help?
From you alone, O Lord,
who by our sins are justly angered.

Holy God, Holy and Mighty,
Holy and merciful Savior,
deliver us not into the bitterness of eternal death.
Lord, you know the secrets of our hearts;
shut not your ears to our prayers,
but spare us, O Lord.

Holy God, Holy and Mighty,
Holy and merciful Savior,
deliver us not into the bitterness of eternal death.
O worthy and eternal Judge,
do not let the pains of death
turn us away from you at our last hour.

Holy God, Holy and Mighty,
Holy and merciful Savior,
deliver us not into the bitterness of eternal death.
Our Father in heaven…
Conclude with these words:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be
with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14
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RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD

THE EVE OF EASTER
APRIL 11, 2020

A meditation on YouTube by Rev. Rondesia Jarrett-Schell
Sit before an unlit candle and a bowl of water.
Light the candle, saying:
The light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.
Thanks be to God.
Then read or chant this “Easter Proclamation”
Rejoice, all heavenly choirs of angels!
Christ has conquered; the risen Savior shines upon you.
This is the night in which the true Lamb is slain.
This is the night: this is the night.
This the night in which the children of Israel were led through the sea.
This is the night: this is the night.
This is the night in which all who believe in Christ are renewed in grace.
This is the night: this is the night.
The holiness of this night restores joy to those who mourn and humbles earthly pride.
Therefore this night, O God, receive our praise for the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
May Christ, the Morning Star, rising from the grave,
shed light on the whole human race.
And we pray, O God: preserve and protect your church,
giving us peace, in this time and forever. Amen.
And pray this prayer:
O God, you are the Creator of the world,
the liberator of your people,
and the wisdom of the earth.
By the resurrection of your Son,
free us from our fears,
restore us in your image,
and ignite us with your light,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
Then choose among these five OLD TESTAMENT READINGS, reading as many as you decide:
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Genesis 1:1-2:4a [The Story of Creation]
Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18, 8:6-18, 9:8-13 [The Flood]
Genesis 22:1-18 [Abraham's sacrifice of Isaac]
Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 [Israel's deliverance at the Red Sea]
Isaiah 4:2-6 [God’s Presence in a renewed Israel]
Isaiah 55:1-11 [Salvation offered freely to all]
Baruch 3:9-15, 3:32-4:4 or Proverbs 8:1-8, 19-21; 9:4b-6 [Learn wisdom and live]
Ezekiel 36:24-28 [A new heart and a new spirit]
Ezekiel 37:1-14 [The valley of dry bones]
Zephaniah 3:14-20 [The gathering of God's people]
FIRST READING Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21
As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on them.
In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no
graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us,
bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let us serve
the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the
wilderness.” But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that
the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see
again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.” Then the Lord said to Moses,
“Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But you lift up your staff, and stretch
out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. Then I
will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for
myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall
know that I am the Lord, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his
chariot drivers.” The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind
them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came
between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and
it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night. Then Moses stretched out his hand over
the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land;
and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall
for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all
of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire
and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged
their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the
Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.” Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out
your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and
chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its
normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters
returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed
them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea,
the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. Thus the Lord saved Israel that day
from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that
the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his
servant Moses. Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the
women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam sang to them: “Sing to
the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.”
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
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Let us pray. (Silence)
O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered by the
power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the
salvation of all nations by the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be
numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
SECOND READING

Ezekiel 36:24–28

Say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: I will take you from the nations, and gather you
from all the countries, and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and
you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. A new heart
I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your body the heart of
stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my spirit within you, and make you follow my statutes
and be careful to observe my ordinances. Then you shall live in the land that I gave to your ancestors;
and you shall be my people, and I will be your God.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Let us pray. (Silence)
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of
reconciliation: Grant that al who are reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may show forth in
their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
An Easter hymn may be sung hefore the gospel.
THE EASTER GOSPEL

John 20:1–18

A narrative of the Ressurection according to the gospel of John.
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw
that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb,
and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went
toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the
tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in.
Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying
there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in
a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and
believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the
disciples returned to their homes. But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent
over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been
lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?”
She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.”
When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it
was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing
him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have
laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew,
“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not
yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and
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your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I
have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Mary weeps; so do we. But do not weep. The Risen Christ calls each of us by name. And remember the other
readings: he is rescue from the fire, restored vocation, our dry bones made alive, freedom from slavery and fear, and the
very downpayment on a new creation. Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Now or later you may access Reverend Rondesia’s sermon for tonight’s service on YouTube.
Then, in remembrance of your baptism into the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, confess the baptismal creed:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Make the sign of the cross on your forehead with water from the bowl.
Pray the PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
On this most holy night, we pray for the church, the earth, the world, those in need, and all the
members of God’s family, responding to each petition with the words Hear our prayer.
A brief silence.
We pray, O God, for all the churches around the globe: for their bishops and clergy; for the newly
baptized; for the believers who cannot assemble for worship; for faithful endurance during this time
of sorrow and distress; and for a deepening sense of your presence among us.
A brief silence.
O God, you are our Temple: in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
We pray, O God, for the well-being of creation: for the health of seas and rivers and lakes; for the
Potomac and the Chesapeake; and for the will to care for your earth.
A brief silence.
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O God, you are our Rainbow of promise: in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
We pray, O God, for peace and justice in the world: for an end to war and international turmoil; for
concord in our troubled society; for the heads of state, legislators, and local civic leaders, that they
enact wise procedures to deal with the coronavirus.
A brief silence.
O God, you are our Mighty Fortress: in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
We pray, O God for all who are facing the coronavirus: for all who mourn their dead; all who have
contracted the virus; those who are quarantined or stranded away from home; those who have lost
their employment; those who fear the present and the future. We pray for physicians, nurses, and
home health aides; medical researchers; and the World Health Organization. Fill the aching in our
hearts with your merciful power.
A brief silence.
O God, you are our Everlasting Arms: in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
We pray, O God, for all in need:________________for those suffering for the faith; for those who
are poor, hungry, and homeless; for those who are sick and those awaiting death; and for those we
name before you here.
A brief silence.
O God, you are the Healer of our every ill: in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
We pray, O God, for the desires of our hearts:
A longer period of silence.
O God, you are our Heart’s Desire: in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Receive our thanks for all who died in the faith, and bring us at the final resurrection into your
everlasting life, where sorrows will be no more.
A brief silence.
O God, our Beginning and our End, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Into your gracious and mighty hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy, through your Son Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
Our Father in heaven…
Pray this prayer and speak these final sentences:
Eternal giver of life and light, this holy night shines with the radiance of the risen Christ. Renew your
church with the Spirit given us in baptism, that we may worship you in sincerity and truth and may
shine as a light in the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Almighty God, Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us now and forever. Amen.
Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
20

